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The Republic of Nauru is an island nation in the Pacific Ocean, northeast  

of Australia. Its total land area is 21 square kilometres, with a population  

of about 11,000 people. Photo: Remi Chauvin for The Guardian 2007.

Melanie* was born on Nauru, and has spent her whole life  
in detainment, surrounded by bars and security guards.  
*Name changed to protect identity. Photo: World Vision Australia

#KidsoffNauru:  
New Zealand

In July and August 2013, the Australian 
government introduced a policy that 
any asylum seeker arriving in Australia 
by boat would be sent to Nauru or 
Manus Island for processing. If found to 
be a refugee, they would be settled in a 
country other than Australia. 

The policy has received sustained 
criticism for its profound violations of 
human rights. The conditions in which 
the refugees and asylum seekers are living 
on Nauru are sub-standard, and they 
lack adequate healthcare, education, and 
protection from abuse. In 2016, more than 
1,000 leaked incident reports involving 
children were reported by the Guardian 
showing the harrowing conditions children 
faced daily. Children have grown up 
surrounded by fences and security guards, 
with few safe and child-friendly places to 
play. These circumstances have profoundly 
negative impacts on the mental and 
emotional health and growth of children.  

The United States administration 

under President Obama offered to welcome 
refugees from Nauru and Manus Island as 
part of a deal with Australia. However, 
this deal is not a solution for everyone on 
Nauru, and it’s not happening fast enough. 
The United States administration under 

President Trump has new restrictions 
about which nationalities it will accept as 
refugees. Many of the 119 children and 
their families remaining on Nauru have no 
hope for resettlement in the United States 
due to these new restrictions. 

The policy

Children living as refugees and asylum seekers on Nauru lack their human rights.  
Photo: Sourced from World Vision Australia

A group of Wellington young people undertook social action for policy change during 2018. Their advocacy social action 
reached more than 300 people and gained the attention of Jacinda Ardern. Their voices joined those of people around 
Australia and New Zealand to call upon the Australian government to change its policy and rehome #KidsoffNauru.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/11/nauru-protesters-who-lost-appeal-rights-to-australias-high-court-have-bail-upheld
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#KidsoffNauru:  
New Zealand

Firstly the “A” people reached out to 30 “B” people (See Campaign 
message 1 on the next page) to each organise 4 other “C” people to 
share and support the campaign via social media (See Campaign 
messages 2,3,4). The diagram (above right) illustrates the viral nature 
of this approach. As soon as the World Vision video message to Jacinda 
Ardern went live on 19 August, the 30 “B” people reached out to their 
“C” people to share it (See Campaign messages 5 and 6). Within an 
hour it had nearly 300 shares. The 30 “B” people also prompted their 
“C” people to message Jacinda Ardern on Facebook (See Campaign 
messages 7 and 8). In addition, some “B” people held events for their 
“C” people where they spent 
an evening eating pizza and 
personally messaging more 
friends with information about 
the issue and policy, and asking 
them to message Jacinda 
Ardern. Self-organisation was 
a key organising principle. 
The “A” people couldn’t have 
coordinated 300 people. But the 
“A” people could coordinate a 
group of 30 “B” people who 
could each coordinate 4-15 
other “C” people. 
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Together the “A” people reached 30 “B” people who each organised a further 4-15 “C” people.

Effectiveness
New Zealand has offered to rehome 150 refugees, and Jacinda Ardern reiterated this offer to Australia a number of times, especially around the Pacific Islands Forum in Nauru. The high profile of the #KidsoffNauru social action in the New Zealand media, and the coverage a similar social action generated in Australia, contributed to the Australian Labour Party backing the New Zealand resettlement offer and applying further pressure on the Australian government.

The policy changes as a result of this social action are ongoing. On 1 November 2018, the Australian government announced it would remove all children of asylum seekers from Nauru by the end of 2018. In addition, a Bill was introduced to the Australian parliament in early December to force evacuation of children from Nauru and medical evacuation of adults.
Watch Jacinda Ardern reiterate the New Zealand offer on October 2018: https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz-herald-focus/news/video.cfm?c_id=1504018&gal_cid=1504018&gallery_id=199728

Former Tampa refugee Abbas fronted 
the World Vision video used in this 
social action. See www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XR1J9oJ1Lnk 

Taking social action

From 3-6 September 2018, Nauru hosted the Pacific Islands Forum, 
which was attended by New Zealand and Australian politicians. This 
was a timely opportunity to ask Jacinda Ardern to offer to immediately 
free the 119 children and their families detained on Nauru and bring them 
to safety in New Zealand, so they can access support and rebuild their 
lives in dignity. 

A group of young people in Wellington (we will call them the “A” 
people) spring-boarded off the campaigns of World Vision New Zealand 
and Australia, advocating to their respective governments regarding 
children detained on Nauru. 

During their weekly meetings, the “A” people shared ideas on how 
they could effectively do social action related to this policy. The strategy 
they decided on used social media to mobilise at least 150 other people 
on social media which would make Jacinda Ardern take notice and put 
pressure on the Australian Prime Minister to act. 

Planning  
social action

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz-herald-focus/news/video.cfm?c_id=1504018&gal_cid=1504018&gallery_id=199728
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz-herald-focus/news/video.cfm?c_id=1504018&gal_cid=1504018&gallery_id=199728
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz-herald-focus/news/video.cfm?c_id=1504018&gal_cid=1504018&gallery_id=199728
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz-herald-focus/news/video.cfm?c_id=1504018&gal_cid=1504018&gallery_id=199728
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XR1J9oJ1Lnk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XR1J9oJ1Lnk
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